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of the Mugghs who annually infest those parts in boats and do a great deal
of damage by pillaging the villages and towns and plundering all boats and
vessells that fall in their way. When Mr. Manningham arrives at Muxadavad
he will sound the Nabob upon this subject and if he finds him inclineable to
give us the care of that province upon the above terms, and we are well
assured any considerable advantages might be made of it for our employers,
we shall apply for the grant and send such servants and military there as may
be judged proper for the purposes we aim at, being carefull to put the
Company to as little unnecessary expence as possible. Of our proceedings
hftrein we shall advise more fully when the affair is more maturely considered
and brought nearer to the period of its being put in execution,
85. A Dutch vessell in the month of May foundering in Ballasore road
the master of her pretended the ship was lost for want of any pilots being
in the road which he deposed before the Council at Hughley who addressed
the Board upon the subject and transmitted them a protest from the owners
of the ship with an estimate of the damage sustained by her loss, desiring us
to reimburse them that sum, as the vessell was actually lost by means of the
restraint we had laid their pilots and sloops under of not going into the road.
As this pretence appeared to us very frivolous, when we had a sloop or two
of ours in the road, the pilots of which had directions to bring in Dutch ships
upon the same terms as our own, and as we had made the Director and
Council at Hughley an offer of taking two or three Dutch pilots on board of
our sloops in case they did not think fit to entrust those in our service with the
care of their ships which they had declined accepting, we could not look upon
the Company to be answerable for the accident which had happened to the
ship already mentioned or for any consequence of the same kind which might
happen in future, as it was entirely owing to their own obstinacy in not
accepting of the above offer; this we acquainted them in our answer to their
letter. Sometime after they made a second application for redress which
being referred to the Select Committee, Mr. Alexr. Scott, the pilot (who was
in Ballasore road at the time the Dutch ship was lost), was examined and
declared that he lay in the proper channel for all vessels corning in and that
if the ship in question had steered a proper course she could not have missed
the pilot sloop. This deposition was transmitted by our Select Committee to
the Director and Council at Hughley with a further observation that the
master of the ship when in the English service made it a common practice to
bring in the vessells he commanded without taking any pilot on board, which
circumstance made it very probable he had acted in the same manner in the
present instance and therefore was himself responsible for the consequences,
86; The Director and Council at Hughley not being satisfied returned
in answer to that letter of the Committee about ten depositions from the
master and crew of the St. Anne in confutation of what Mr. Scott had
advanced of not seeing the ship, and in the latter part of their letter very
peremptorily informed us they should proceed against us conformable to the
law of the Netherlands and demanded our appearance or some one authorized
by us to answer to the charge of the owners of the St. Anne before the judge
to whom the cognizance of such matters belonged, the whole amount of the
damage being valued at 34000 rupees. This manner of treating the Board
we esteemed so derogatory of the respect due to the Governour and Council